56.   SPEECH TO LABOURERS, MADRAS

September 16, 1921

Mahatma Gandlxi addressed a large gathering of labourers (now on strike)
at the Beach opposite the High Court at 6.45 p.m. Among others present were
Messrs Yakub Hassan, A. Rangaswami Aiyangar, S. Satyamurti, Salla Guru-
swami Ghetty, S. Srinivasa Aiyangar, Safi Mohamed, Kasturiranga Aiyangar,
Venkatarangam Naidu and M. K. Acharya. Mahatma Gandhi spoke for more
than 45 minutes in English and the speech was translated into Tamil by
Mr. M. S. Subramariiya Aiyar of Swad&skamitran. He said :

FRIENDS,

I was not able to be here punctually at 6,30* I have been
talking to our merchant friends and they occupied me longer than
I thought I would have to be, I well remember the scene that
presented itself to me last time when I had the pleasure of meeting
you. A fellow-labourer myself, my heart has always gone out to
the labourers of Madras in their sorrows and their troubles. I
want to come to the subject of this evening without any further
ceremony.

I know that about ten thousands of you have struck work*
It grieves me to find that you have trouble amongst yourselves.
It grieves me to find that you are divided into two parties. It
grieves me further to find that the two parties represent not two
different views but two different castes. I understand that the Adi
Dramdas, our Panchama1 friends, are ranged on one side and you, the
others, on the opposite side. I understand further that these Pan-
chama brethren have resumed work, whereas you, a large majority
have not done so. And I understand further that there has been
some pressure exerted by some of you on those brethren of ours,
who have rejoined work. I understand further there are con-
tinuous quarrels and squabbles between these two parties. I am
therefore here to warn the majority against using the slightest pre-
ssure against the minority. As one knowing the labourers for a
period of 25 years, very nearly 30 years, as one experienced in
handling large strikes even affecting more than 50,000 people at
a time, I know that nothing is so demoralizing to labourers than
that they should use force against a single one of their brethren.
The lowest one of us, the fewest of us must have the right of ex-

* Literally, belonging to the fifth caste; an outcasts